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Aving begun the CurisTIan History with @ reo 
markable Account of the Revival of Religion in the 


Weftern Parts of SCOTLAND, which Prowidence was 
pleafed to fend us at the Moment of our entering on this Under- 
taking, and which we find has given a grateful Entertainment to 
many of the moft ferious and judicious on this Side 8 the Ocean : 
We fhall now turn our Eyes to the Chriflian Hiftory of Niw- 
ENGLAND. And to prepare the Way, for the lefls knowing 
Reader, who ought to be confidered as well as the more knowing ; 
we fhall endeavour thefe two Things ; 

1. To give fome Account of our original Settlement, with the 
Principles, Spirit and Power of Religion among the primitive 
Planters. And then , 

2. The great and lamented Decay of Religion in the fucceed- 
ing Generations. 

I. To give fome Account of our originalSettlement, with thePrin- 
ciples, Spirit & Power of Religion among the primitivePlanters. 

As for cur originalSettlement,we chu/e to reprefent it ntheWords 
of Others rather than our own: & as we know not a more clear’? [um 
mary Account thereof ,than'in fome Paragraphs ina Sermon of theRev. 
Mr.Prince’s, delivered atCambridge, to theGeneral Afiembly of 
theProvince of theMaflachufetts, May 27.17 30, being the Anniver - 
fary for the Eleftion ofHisMayjesty’sCouncin for the Pro- 
vince, and publifhed by their Order ; to which are made fome 
fuitable Additions by the fame Hand , we doubt not /ut they wiil 
be acceptable to the Lovers of the original Defign and Settlers of 
thefe Plantations. The Sermon was from. Sam. 11.6, 7. And 
the Pajfages areas follow------ 
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ANP how extreamly proper is it, upon the clofe of the 

FIRST CenTuRY of our Settlement in this chief ‘wt 4 
the Land, which will now within a few Weeks expiré, To 
look back to the Beginning of this remarkable TranfaGion ; and 
firft commemorate the righteous and fignal Yorks of GOD 
towards us, both in our own Days and in the Days of our Fa- 
thers; and then confider the great and fpecial Obligations 
they have laid upon us, with the Nature of our Carriage to- 
wards him for the Time paft, and our Intereft and Wifdom for 
the future. : 

_*¢ Give car therefore O my People to my Law : incline 
«< your Ear tothe Words of myMouth ! I will utter Things 
*s of old, which we have heard and known and our Fathers 
“© have told us. We will nothide them from their Children ; 
<< fhewing to the Generation and Century coming on, the 
«* Praifes of the Lorn, and his Strength, and his wonderful 
«© Works that he hasdone. For he eftablifhed aT eftimony 
** in JAcoB, and appointed a Law in IsRAEL, which he 
** commanded our Fathers, that they fhould make known the 
«© Works of GOD to their Children : that the Generation 
** to come might know them, even the Children which fhould 
*¢ be born, who fhould arife and declare them to their Chil- 
‘< dren ; that they might alfo fet their Hope in GOD,and not 
** forget his Works, but keep his Commandments. 


And 1ft, Let us confider Who the FaTuHeERs of thefe Plan- 
tations were, and what were their diffingui/hing Charaéers ; 
that we may give to GOD the Glory of the excellent Honour 
He was pleas’d to put upon them, and fee our own Obligations 
to Him for deriving us from fuch eminent Anceftors. 

For the Generality of them---They were the near Defcen- 
dants of the firft Reformersin ENGLAND. They were born 
of pious Parents, who brought them up in a Courfe of rid? Re- 
ligion, and under the Miniftry of the moft awakening Preachers 
of thofe Days. Like fo many Timothies, they were from their 
Childhood taught to know the Hoty ScripTuregs, to reve- 
rence them as the Infpirations of GOD, as the only Rule of 
Fait and Piety, and to aim at botha pure fcrittural Way of 
Worjbip, and at the vital Power and Praétice of Godlinefs : 
And they continued in the Things they had learned and been 
aflured of, as knowing of whom they had learned them. 
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Under fuchMeans as thefe they became infpired with aSpirit 

Piety, and with a growing Zeal to reform the Worfhip of 
GOD to the moft beautiful and perfeét Model of his own In- 
ftitutions. 

In Points of Dodfrine, they intirely held with the Church of 
ENGLAND, their Judgment of Orthedoxy being the very fame : 
But they apprehended it to be the fole Prerogative of GOD 
Himfelf, and a Glory that he would not give to another, to 
appoint the Orders of his own Houfe,and the acceptable Ways 
of his own Worfhip : That RELIGION is a free Obedience to 
the known Laws of GOD ; and it is neither in the Power of 
Men or Angels, to make that Religion which he has not made 
fo himfelf : That his own Inftitutions ought’not to be fet on a 
Level, mixed or debafed with the low Devices of Men; and 
that it isa plain, full and decifive Rule of his own Iniunction--- 
To the LAw and to the TESTIMONY 5 if they [peak not accord= 
ing to THIS WorD, it is becaufe there is no Lig ght in them. 

This is the pure Religion which our Fathers admir’d and 
aim’d at, and at nothing in Religion but what was infpir’d of 
GOD. This and nothing elfe, they earneftly breath’d and 
Jabour’d after : But for labouring after it, tho’ “fome of the 
moft pious on Earth, they were cenfured, purfued, feized, im- 
prifoned, fined, and fuffered a World of Hardfhip not now to 
be named. 

But the omnifcient and fovereign GOD had efpied and cho- 
fen this Land for our Fathers, for a Refuge and Heritage for 
them and their Children ; that here they might fet up his Wor- 
fhip and Churches according to the infpired Pattern, behold the 
Beauty of the Divine Appointments in their Scriptural Purity, 
and leave thefe ineftimable Privileges, which they juftly eres 
ferred above all Things elfe in the World, as a blefied Inheri- 
tance to their Pofterity, as we fee at this Day. 

And now let us look back and behold in what a remarkable 
Manner, the GOD of our Fathers was pleafed to bring them 
out of the Land of their Sorrows, to this far diftant and quict 
Recefs of the Earth, and put it into their Hands. 

Firlt, He fends a /maller Company into a neighbouring State, 
wz. into HOLLAND in 1610; that there they might _ 
themfelves into a regular Ecclefiaftical Body, ill this hidden Par 
of the Earth fhou’d appear to the Light, and yet come under 
{uch a difcouraging Character, that none but Meni in{pir’d with 
a Zeal for Religion would go on to fettle it. He difappoincs 
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the fucceffive Endeavours of others who came hither only out 
of fecular Views, till the Country comes to be given up and 
abandoned as not worthy the looking after by any trading Nation. 
And then He fends both wafting Difcafes among the native In- 
habitants, and fierce Contentions among the Survivors, that 
greatly diminifhed their Numbers, and made Room for his 
eople. 

But O how horrid and difmal do thefe new found Regions ap- 
pear ! On the Shoars and Rivers, nothing but Sights of wretch- 
ed, naked and barbarous Nations, Adorers of Devils ---- The 
Earth covered with hideous Thickets, that require infiniteToils 
to fubdue --- A rigorous Winter for a third Part of the Year --- 
Not a Houfe to live in --- Not a Chriftian to fee --- None but 
Heathen of a ftrange and hard Language to fpeak with --- Not ° 
a Friend within three Thou/and Miles to h:lp in any Emergency 
--- and a vaft and dangerous Ocean to pafs over to this / 

But the ALMIGHTY infpires with a Zeal and Courage 
that nothing can daunt, witha Faith and Patience that nothing 
can brake. He raifes up Men of fuperior Piety, Refolution 
and Wifdom to lead and animate in the great Defign. Such 
as Mr. CARVER, BRADFORD, and WiINnsLow, 
fucceflive Governors of PLy mouTH CoLony, who came to- 
gether with about a Hundred Souls in the firf? Ship, which fet 
fai] the lait Time from PLy MouTH in ENGLAND on Sept. 6, 
1620. And on they come, all alone, a fimall and feeble Num- 
ber, thro’ contrary Storms and boifterous Seas they were never 
us’d to: tho’ twice driven back, a terrible Winter approach- 
ing, their Wives and poor piteous Children with them, and 
like ABR AHAM ofold they know not whither. But the LORD 
is their Guide: He divides the Seas before them: He leads 
them thro’ in Safety: He brings them with Joy to the Border 
of his defigned Sanctuary, to this mountainous Country which 
his right Hand had purchafed. They arrived inCapeCopHar- 
bour on Nov.1r. and at thePlace they named Plymouth inNEw- 
ENGLAND, in Dec. And theLorp having caft outMultitudes 
of Heathens before their Arrival, He gives them Favour in the 
Sight of the reft: He divides his Peoplean Inheritance by Line, 
and makes them to dwell in Peace in the midft of many power- 
ful Nations, that cou’d have fwallow’d them up in a Moment, 
for above fifty Years together. 

But agreater CoLony, viz. the MAssACAUSETTS, is now 
coming on, to ftrengthen the other, and to fill up the Land —- 
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Sea to Sea, and from the River to the Ends of the Earth. And 
here, Behold and wonder how this is alfo accomplifhed. 

Great Numbers of eminent Perfons, and others, of the fame 
pious and pure Ditpofitions in the main with the former, yet 
continued in the Churches of ENGLAND and in Communion 
with them as long as the higher Powers indulg’d them, with 
earneft Defires, Labours and Hopes of a farther Reformation 
of Worfhip. But a Spirit of fevere Jmpofition is now let loofe 
upon thefe. The Bock of Sports on the Holy Sabbath of GOD 
muft be read by the A/iniffers in the publick Affemblies ; and 
their A/ent to unfcriptural Ways of Worfhip muft be /ub/cribed 
as a neceflary Term of their Preaching, even tho’ they were 
folemnly ordain’d in the Church to the Office, requir’d by 
Curis‘ himfelf to difcharge it, and had a Wo laid on them if 
they defifted to doit. And for preferving their Confciences 
pure, they are driven out of their Churches, they are forced from 
their Flocks that lov’d them as the Light of their Eyes, and are 
more harrafied and worried than the vileft of Men. 

And now, at once, to the Surprize of the Nation, in almoft 
every Corner They are moved of GOD to look to this Part of 
the Wildernefs He had been preparing for them. * Many Per- 
fons of fhining Figures are raifed up to efpoufe their Caufe and 
venture with them. Their Prince is prevail’d on to grant them 
a Charter of diftinguithing Privileges. ‘They hear, they rife, 
they flow together: Their Flocks in great Numbers attend and 
follow them. They all relinquifh their delightful Seats and their 
deareft Friends, they put off their fair Eftates, they caft them- 
felves and their Children on the tumultuous Ocean ; and no- 
thing can move them, fo </ may come into a Wildernefs,rude 
and hideous, to hear the Voice of their Teachers, become a 
Covenant People of GOD, obferve his Laws, fet up his Taber- 
nacle, behold his Glory, and leave thefe Things to their Off- 
fpring for ever. 

And the LORD preferves them, He makes the Depths of 
the Sea a Way for theRanfomed to pafs over: He brings them 
in Thoufands to thefe peaceful Shoars: And here, They that 
knew not each other before, falute and embrace with Joy : He 
unites them in the moft lovely Agreement to profefs and ferve 
Him: They publickly and folemnly enter into Covenant with 
Him, to love and obey Him, to make his Doctrines the only 
Rule of Faith, and his Jn/titutions the only Rule of Worfip : 
And with united Joy they fing to the LORD---‘* Thou ~ thy 
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** Mercy haft led forth the People which Thou haft redeemed : 
** Thou haft guided them in thy Strength to thy Holy Habita- 
** tion: Thou haft brought them in and planted them in the 
<* Mountain of thine Inheritance, in the Place O LORD 
** which Thou haft made for Thee to dwell in, in the Sanétu- 
** ary which thy Hands have eftablifhed: and the LORD 
** fhall reign for ever and ever. 

On Saturday ‘June 12. 1630. Arrived in Salem-River, the 
Arabella, with Governour Win THRopP and fome of his Affif- 
tants, bringing the Charter of the MAssacnusETts Colony, 
and therewith the Government transferred hither : The other 
Ten Ships of the Fleet with Deputy Governour DupLeEy and 
the other Affiftants arriv’d in Salem and Charles Rivers before 
Judy 11. In the fame Month the Governour, Deputy Gover- 
nour and Affiftants, with the Rev. and famous Mr. /V1//on and 
Philips, came with theirGoods to Charleffown: where the fir /? 
Court of Affi/iants was held on Aug. 23. the fame Year, 
And the Number of People which arrived this Summer was 
about Fifteen Hundred. 

At firit indeed, they met with very grievous Tria/s, and en- 
dur’d a World of Hard/bip and Affiition : For tho’ the LORD 
had thus redeem’d and gather’d them out of other Lands, and 
brought them hither; yet here they had only folitary Vays 
and Thickets to wander through, and no Towns or Houfes to 
receive or cover them. Thofe who before had liv’d in the 
midft of Plenty and Delights, now greatly fuffer for want of 
Lodging, Bread, and Defence from Weather. Hungry and 
thirfty, their Souls fainted inthem. They are wet with the 
Showers of the Mountains, and embrace the Rocks for Shelter. 
They quickly fink their worldly Subftance ; they are fore’d to 
give their pleafant Things for Meat to relieve the Soul ; and 
many of their Wives and Children expire about them. --- But 
they endure with Patience, and cry to GOD, and He fends 
Relief. He fatisfies their longing Souls and filleth them with 
Goodnefs. He builds them Houfes and Towns for Habitation ; 
He prepares them Fields for planting, and He turns the Defart 
into a fruitful Land. He increas’d their Cattle ; and He blefs’d 
their Perfons, fo that they multiplied greatly, and He made 
them Families and Churches round about. 

In ‘fune 1636, the Reverend and renowned Mr. Hooker, 
with about a Hlundred in Company went up from the AZa/a- 
chufets, began the Town of £artford, and laid the Foundation 
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of Connecticut-Cotony. In the following Year, the Rev. 
and famous Mr. Davenport, with the honoured Mr. Theophilus 
Eaton, began the Town of New-Haven, and laid the Founda- 
tion of NEw-HAvEN Cotony. And in 1639, a Church 
was gathered at Hampton; which was the firft in the Province 
of New-HAMPSHERE. 

It muft be here obferved, that tho’ the Generality both of the 
firft Leaders, Heads of Families & Freemen,were Perfons of noted 
Piety ; yet there were great Numbers, not only of the younger 
Sort, both of Children and Servants, but alfo of elder of every 
Age; who came over both in the Year 1630 and the Ten fol- 
lowing Years, that came hither only under the common Impref- 
fions of a pious Minifiry or Education, or the religious Influence 
of their Friends, or Heads of Families they belong’d to: And 
who were therefore fit Materials for the numerous Conver ficns 
which quickly followed, under the lively, fearching and awa- 
kening, Preaching of the primitive Mini/ters. 

And now the WILDERNEss and the folitary Place is glad 
for them: The Defart rejoices and blofioms as a Rofe ; it 
bloffoms abundantly with Peaceand Rightcoufnefs ; it rejoices 
with Joy and Singing. The Glory of Lebanon is given to it, 
the Excellency of Carmel and Sharon ; they fce the Glory of 
the LORD and the Excellency of our GOD. The Waters 
of the Diyine Influence break out in the WildernefS, and the 
Streams in the Defart : The parched Ground becomes a Poo! ; 
and the thirfty Land, Springs of Water: In the Habitations of 
Dragons where they lay, there grows up the Grafs ; and an 
High Way now is there, which ts call’d the Hay of Holine/s, 
over which the Unclean do not pafs, and the waytaring Men 
do not err therein. 

And to the great Glory of GOD be it fpoken ---- There 
never was, perhaps, before feen fuch a Body of pious People 
together on the Face of the Earth. For thofe who came over 
firft, came hither for the Sake of RELIGIoN, and for that 
pure Religion which was entirely hated by the Loofe and Pro- 
fane of the World. Their Civil and Eeclefia/fical LEADERS 
were exemplary Patterns of Piety : They encouraged only the 
Virtuous to come with and follow them: They were fo itric: 
on the Vicious both inthe Church and State, that the Incorric - 
ble could not endure to live in the Country, and went bacx 
again. Profane Swearers and Drunkards are not known in 


the Land. And it quickly grew fo famous for Religion 
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abroad, that fcarce any other but thofe who lik’d it, came over 
for many Years after. And indeed fuch vaft Numbers were 
coming, that the Crown was obliged to ftop them, or a great 
Part of the Nation had foon onpent i it felf into thefe American 
Regions. 

And for thofe who were here-— The Spirit from on high 
is powred upon them, and the WiLDERNEss becomes a 
fruitful Field : ‘Judgment and Righteou/ne/s continue in it, and 
the Effect of Righteoufnefs is Peace. While a cruelWar rages 
inthe Kingdom they left, lays it wafte, and drowns it in 
Blood ; the People here dwell in peaceable Habitations, in 
fure Dwellings, in quiet refting Places. And the Lorp 
enlarges the Aes of their Tents: He ftretches forth the 
Curtains of their Habitations ; He makes them to break forth 
on the Right Hand and on the Left ; He makes their Seed to 
inherit the Lands of the Gentiles, the defolate Places to be 
inhabited. In Twenty even Years from the firft Plantation,there 
were Forty three CHURCHES in joint Communion with one 
another. And in Twenty feven Years more, there appear above 
Fourfcore Englifh Cuurcnes of CHRIST, compofed only of 
known, pious and faithful Profeffors, difperfed through the 
Wildernefs ; viz. Twelve or Thirteen in Plymouth Colo ny, 
Forty-feven in the Maffachufetts Colony and Province of New= 
Hampfbire, Nineteen in Conneficut, Three in Leong-I/land, 
and One at Marthas Vineyard. 


[Thus have we given a general View of the criginal Settlers 
and Settlements of this Chri/tian Country. We propofe to give 
our Readers fome remarkable Extraéts concerning the Power 
and Prevalence of Religion among them from fome of our 
moft famous /Vriters, who were Eye-Witnefles thereof, in 
the following Paper.] 
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BOSTON: N. E. Printed for Thomas Prince, Junr. A. B. 
at two Shillings newTenor per Quarter uncovered, and 
Pence more new Tenor perQuarter cover’d,feal’d& direétad, 
exclufive of Poftage. Of whom may be had all the Numbers 
from the Beginning. 
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